
      

 

 

 English enthusiasts enjoy conversations at our 

Tuesday night English Club.   
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Erika Pushkarova – A New Hire, A New Dream 
Erika Pushkarova is one of those people 

every missionary prays to have in their 

ministry.  Serving on the leadership 

team she continues to give us direction 

(both literally and figuratively) as we 

live and do ministry in a foreign land.  

Last May, Erika was forced to graduate 

unexpectedly instead of entering her 

5th year of study as she had planned.  

When we asked her about her plans for 

the future, she quickly replied that she 

should start working for us.  While we all 

laughed about it then, later David and 

I talked and prayed and we decided 

this might be something worth pursuing.  

 

After discussing the possibility with Erika, 

she immediately shared her long term 

dream of starting a private Christian 

preschool.  In our minds, this was a 

fantastic idea.  Erika already had the 

education and some work experience, 

and leadership and organizational skills.  

Futhermore, a preschool enables our 

church to have greater presence in the 

community.  Erika began her employment 

on September 1st.  In preparation she is 

currently working on a business plan for the 

daycare center and will do an internship 

with the preschool at Grace UMC in 

Manassas, Virginia this spring. 

 

Goranimals  

On January 30th our Ukrainian United 

Methodist Church of L‟viv celebrated 

its first anniversary – with a service of 

thanksgiving and celebration (we even 

had a birthday cake!).  We are really 

excited to have made it through our 

first year and we pray for God to 

continue to guide us in forming a 

community of faith. Here are some 

highlights from our first year as a 

church: the development of our own 

unique liturgical service, the start up of  

 

Happy Birthday L’viv United Methodist Church 

 a Sunday school program enabling 

parents to attend worship with their 

children (which is not easy in traditional 

church settings), the start-up of two 

community groups (one for young 

couples and another for single folks), 

sending out a couple from our church 

to start a small group in a nearby city, 

the welcoming of three new members, 

and our personally most celebrated 

event, the dedication of our growing, 

smiling, little boy Jesse.   

Pilgrims 

Student Worship Service 

Small Groups 

Beth Moore’s Esther   

Serving with John 

Alpha 

Bread on the Way to the Cross 

weekly prayer service for lent  

 

Jesse’s Corner 
    

One of the favorite things in my new 

life is going places with my parents. 

Don‟t get me wrong, I would rather 

be with them then at home, but I 

can‟t believe when we go out how 

many people always make these 

crazy faces at me, want to hold me, 

and make indiscernible noises. Mom 

tells me that I am amazing with all 

these people and to be patient 

when it gets annoying; but I wonder 

why they don‟t have more 

experience. Aren‟t there babies 

born every day? I‟ve heard that 

often times people in Ukraine are 

granted a „leave of life‟ when they 

have a baby like me.  They don‟t go 

to church, they stop doing a lot of 

social activities and women even 

get two years off of work, and sit at 

home with grandma to take care of 

their babies like me. I have heard 

mom and dad say they hope we 

are being an example to people 

we interact with, showing them it‟s 

OK to stay in community even after 

a baby. 

 

 

 

Youth to Jesus 

Spring Semester  

  

 
• Add a highlight from your 

family’s life 

 

• Add a highlight from your 

family’s life 

 

• Add a highlight from your 

family’s life 
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Svitlana, Yulia, Marosa, and two Olesyas, all attendees of Erika’s Sunday  

school, helping David blow out the candle on the church’s first birthday cake.   



 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greg are leading the two groups.  

This has still enabled David and I to 

meet new people and concentrate 

on building relationships, as opposed 

to focusing on creating an English 

lesson.  We are so thankful for 

Michael and Greg‟s presence, help, 

and creativity.  Michael has done 

some pretty out of the box stuff for 

English ministry and for the most part 

these innovations have been a 

wonderful successes.  We had an 

open Mic Night where people could 

come and share an English talent.  

We also combined a Youth to Jesus 

fellowship activity named Roll It 

where we rolled different foods with 

English Club.  David shared sushi rolls, 

I shared burritos and Michael shared 

a dessert roll.   The turn out for the 

event was great and we are very 

amazed that English Club is going so 

well.  Pray that we would continue to 

give us opportunities to share the 

love of Christ through English Club.   

What do you mean there were 55 at English Club? 

 

Guitar 101:  The Basics 

 

English enthusiasts enjoy conversations at our 

Tuesday night English Club.   

Tuesday nights are English Club at  

Youth to Jesus and Michael Airgood, 

our intern, leads this outreach.  English 

Club is a way for us to serve the 

community and it also serves as a very 

effective evangelistic outreach as it 

provides a wonderful avenue for 

relationship building.  Before Michael 

arrived Shannon was leading English 

Club and we had anywhere between 

10-25 people, which was a good 

number and enabled us to do more 

individual teaching.  Now, with some 

creativity and a little bit more focus,  

Michael has substantially grown this 

group to a regular attendance from 

25-40, with one week being as high as 

55.  Luckily, Greg, our second intern, 

arrived just in time to help carry the 

load and now with Greg‟s help we 

have decided to take up the entire 

student center on Tuesday nights and 

move into both of our rooms.  David 

and I now are both assisting every 

Tuesday night while Michael and 

We try very hard to offer a number of 

different opportunities to our students.  

During the fall semester David and Dale (an 

American living in L‟viv and helping out with 

our worship team at Youth to Jesus) offered 

a guitar class.  With the help of Sugar Land 

UMC (who recently donated four guitars) 

we were able to meet for an hour and a 

half every week for six weeks and have 

Guitar 101. 

Music is valued and practiced by many 

Ukrainians, however, their music education 

is more classical and harder to apply in 

informal settings.  We often asked some of 

our regular students to play on our worship 

team at Pilgrims, who we know have years 

of guitar experience, but their response is 

always the same, “We don‟t play like you.”  

So David and Dale are now teaching a 

more American style of guitar and have 

been giving special attention to individuals 

who play or might in the future play on our 

worship team.  Tanya Sevchenska is one 

student in particular who learned a classical 

Ukrainian style of guitar and now with Dale 

and David‟s guidance is leading worship! 
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Dale giving instructions, David participating   
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University is always a critical time in the 

lives of young people.  While for many of 

the youth we work with this is the time 

where they bloom into mature adults and 

committed Christians, there are also a 

number of youth that come through our 

doors who have journeyed down a much 

rockier road. Certainly that was the case 

for Maria Pyrch.   

 

Maria comes from a family that is broken, 

largely because of the ravages of 

alcoholism.  While during her childhood 

and teen years Maria found some stability 

through mutual support with her older 

sister, Ira, when Ira left for university, Maria 

fell quickly into all kinds of trouble and 

fully fledged teenage rebellion.   

 

As Maria explains it, although at this time 

in her life she had some spiritual exposure 

because she attended Greek Catholic 

Church infrequently as a child, she still 

didn‟t understand faith or the difference 

between right and wrong.  With a lack of 

proper foundation, and a tough family 

situation, it was easy for her to get into 

trouble when she left home and entered 

university.  Only a couple of weeks into 

her first semester, Maria was skipping most 

classes, living wildly, picking up various 

bad habits, and compromising the 

remaining relationship she had with her 

family.  Things continued to spiral and 

Maria even ran away from home for a 

short time, returning only to discover that 

she had been kicked out of school.  

 

After the passage of a year, some 

reflection, and frankly sheer boredom, 

Maria started showing up at the student 

center.  I remember how standoffish she 

The Brief Story of Maria Pyrch (written as a ‘Hallelujah Moment’ for GBGM) 

Contact Information 
Our personal address - David and Shannon Goran, Voronoho 11/3, Lviv 79000, 

UKRAINE 

Our P.O. Box - David and Shannon Goran, a/c 7998, Lviv – 8, Lviv, Ukraine 79008 

SKYPE name: shannongoran  -  Home phone number: 38-032-2358135 

Support 
We are able to serve through the support of churches and individual donors.  If 

you or your church is interested in becoming a covenant partner, email us and visit 

the GBGM website at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/ using our advance 

numbers: David‟s is 3019713, Shannon‟s is 3019714 

 

If you want to support the University student ministry directly, helping to pay for the 

purchase of the new student center and other regular ministry expenses, please 

donate to the student center on the GBGM website: 

Student Center Advance #: 14055A 

  

Since the prayers of God’s 

righteous people hold power 

and are effective, we ask you 

to diligently pray… 

…for the sale of the student 

center:  

As many of you already know, 

we have recently put our 

student center up for sale.  

After over a year of pursuing 

options to expand our physical 

ministry space into adjacent 

attics, it appears that this is now 

impossible and we are looking 

at other options.  We have 

already identified another 

nearby apartment, nearly 

double the size of our current 

center that would sufficiently 

house our ministry.  However, 

without the sale of our current 

space, and without raising 

additional funds, moving will 

not be possible.  Pray for us to 

sell the student center, and for 

the purchase of the next 

location.   

…for the Alpha Bible Study and 

new people: 

One of the Bible studies we will 

be doing for the Spring 

Semester is Alpha, co-led by 

our new intern from Houston, 

TX, Gregory Smith and Oleg 

and Nastiya Lubas.  Pray for 

God to send the right people, 

for new people to find faith in 

Christ, and for all of us to have 

our foundations in faith 

deepened.    

 

 

Prayer Requests 

was the first time I met her.  I was almost 

afraid to talk to her.  It was indicative of 

her attitude at that time.  She was willing 

to come to the student center for tea 

but unwilling to let us into the broken 

places of her life.  It was during this time 

that Maria was admittedly doing a lot of 

observing.  She was watching us, 

comparing our lives as Christians with 

the life she led before.  She was looking 

for a difference in our lives as a result of 

our faith in Jesus Christ.   

 

While there was never a single moment 

of conversion, with the consistent 

invitation of her older sister Ira, who was 

already involved in the ministry, and an 

example of a believing group of 

students, Maria found that difference 

emerge most strongly in hope.  Maria 

articulates her faith as hope beyond the 

circumstances of the here and now.  

Hope in the truth that God loves us and 

cares for us, no matter what.   

 

By His grace and to the glory of God, 

Maria has turned things around.  She is 

carrying her hope with her as a student 

at Transylvania University in Romania.  To 

be honest, when Maria first told me of 

her desire to go to Romania and study, I 

didn‟t have tremendous hope, 

especially considering the high level of 

competition and her past scholarly 

record.  However, to my joyous surprise 

God had another plan.  Last year Maria 

was not only accepted as a student but 

received a full scholarship for her studies.  

While our community is missing Maria, 

we rejoice, stand in awe, and say  

“Hallelujah! Look at what God has 

done!” 
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