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Youth to Jesus:       

Summer Schedule/Events

CAMP IN THE CARPATHIANS

f Ukrainian winters are long dreary hibernations, 
Ukrainian summers are the long awaited contrast.  
From the colorful blooms of the flower markets, to 

the outside-cafe laden city center, L’viv is another world 
from winter to summer and we gladly welcome the 
change.  

Youth to Jesus, our student ministry, also undergoes 
significant change in the summers.  Many of our 
students head to their home cities and villages to be 
with family.  Others will go to various camps spread out 
all over Ukraine and even others find their away abroad 
through some program or another.  Many things at our 
ministry continue: we have Thursday night worship, we 
arrange for various fellowship activities and we also 
structure some sort of summer small group.  However, 
for the summers we are focused on camps and 
preparing for the short term mission teams that will 
come to do ministry with us. 

While sometimes finding a way to engage in effective 
short term missions is tough, that is not the case in 
Ukraine.  Summer English camps provide an excellent 
opportunity for short term mission teams to have 
personal interaction with our Ukrainian youth, provide 
a desired, relevant service in English language training 
and most importantly share the Good News.  

If you or your church is interested in coming to help 
put on a summer camp, we welcome you.  Come do an 
English camp/spiritual retreat. There are other options 
as well.  This next year we are going to put on a week 
long Upwards basketball camp.  We dream of one day 
doing a Walk to Emmaeus.  Visits to orphanages are 
always possible.  There are potential construction 
possibilities. If interested, contact us.  We welcome 
creativity and your joint efforts in God’s mission in 
Ukraine.   

                                

Thursday

Pilgrims (Student Worship 
Service) 
6:30pm-8:30pm

                                                
Major Summer Events

Youth to Jesus Student Retreat 

Vacation Bible School 

First United Methodist Church 
of Lubbock, Texas. 

Preparations for Upward 
Basketball Camp 2010 

Ministry in the Summertime

I



United Methodist 
Church Plant

Sunday

United Methodist Sermon and 
Discussion
10:30am-12:30pm

ALumni-Adult Small group:
5:00p.m.

Sunday School, 12:30pm-2pm

Prayer Requests
Remodeling: We are planning to 
remodel soon however we are still 
considering options, deciding how 
extensive a remodel would best suite 
the present and long term needs of 
our ministry.  If we decide to do a full 
remodel we are looking at 50k USD. 
Pray for our discernment as we sort 
this out.  Pray that we navigate all 
the legalities of the process as they 
are quite complicated.  Give thanks 
that we have already received a 15k 
donation that should be enough to 
remodel our kitchen.  Pray that God 
would provide the rest of the funds 
and that the students are able to 
help raise their contribution ($2500).

Life and Language: Pray that we 
would persevere in language 
learning, not be overly stressed 
about our progress, but continue to 
work hard and entrust our labor to 
God.  Pray for our personal walks of 
faith and our growth as a family.

Ministry: Give thanks for our 
leadership team, the group of young 
ladies who have committed to help 
lead the student center this year.  
Always pray for new students to find 
faith and for current students to 
grow in their faith.  

English Teacher/Intern: We are 
always looking for an intern to come 
serve our English ministry and make 
a real difference.  Pray for God to 
raise up a servant for this role.  If you 
or someone you know might be 
interested in coming, do not hesitate 
to contact us. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF 
LUBBOCK, TEXAS

A NEW DIRECTION FOR THE CHURCH 
PLANT

Earlier we mentioned our efforts and 
intentions to plant a United Methodist 
Church in L’viv.  While that aim still 
exists, we are focusing our efforts on 
developing a vibrant  Sunday evening 
small group.  Our pastor, Lubomir, has 
chosen to lead us in The Purpose 
Driven Life by Rick Warren.  We will 
first encourage  alumni of the student 
ministry to join and from that base we 
will invite new people from the 
community. 

While this approach might not be a 
huge development for those on the 
outside looking in, it is significant in 

This summer we cowboy’d up and 
decided to host our first short-term 
team from the First United 
Methodist Church of Lubbock, 
Texas.  The team was quite small, 
just two participants, however, a 
small size provided us opportunity 
for a “test run” for teams in the 
future.  The visit resulted in us 
putting on our first camp for our 
which in retrospect was a wonderful 
time of ministry and sharing.  The 
camp was focused on teachings 
from the life of Jacob.  We also 
included some English language 
training which all the students loved 
and everything took place in the 
beautiful Carpathian Mountains.  

our minds.  An approach that begins 
with people and creating authentic 
Christian community enables us to 
focus our efforts and energies on what’s 
most important.  Other advantages of 
this approach is that it gives our 
budding pastor, Lubomir, opportunity 
to fully bloom, it tempers our tenuous 
perception of being specifically 
Methodist (which in most Ukrainian 
minds means cult) and it allows us to 
start by collecting alumni that have 
already been a part of the ministry.  
Pray for us and Lubomir as we do the 
groundwork in building a church.    

Meet Mariia Pyrch! 

Mariia, also well known as Marusa 
around the student center, is soon to 

be a featured in a  “Hallelujah 
Moment” on the General Board of 

Global Ministries website.  The 
article will be a brief account of 

Mariia’s faith journey, the difference 
she observed in people at our 

students center, the change in her 
own life, and the hope she now has 
in God’s constant care.  Although 
the article is not up yet, we will be 

happy to post a link to it on the blog 
when it is available.  



A VISION FOR STUDENT LEADERSHIP - TEAM 2009       
avid and I knew one of the first 
things we wanted to do to 

prepare Molod Do Isusa (Youth to 
Jesus) for the new school year was to 
recruit, create and develop a leadership 
team.  We weren’t exactly sure how to 
go about that, so we asked individuals, 
advertised at our Thursday night 
worship and let it spread by word of 
mouth.  If people were interested they 
filled out an application and 
committed to a leadership covenant.  

The first planned leadership meeting 
was a two day retreat.  The schedule 
involved a personality quiz, a  spiritual 
gifts test, developing short and long 
term goals for Molod Do Isusa, 
deciding what roles needed to be 
created, deciding who would fill each 
role and deciding what that would look 
like.  We worked on goals for each 
ministry area and personal goals for 
each member of the leadership team.

We enjoyed a lot of laughter, several 
good meals and many great ideas.  
Ideas about small groups, fellowship 
activities and prayer evenings were 
discussed.  The girls also got to know 
themselves and each other a little 
better through the quizzes and 
inventories.  This helped them to 
decide which roles they might be best 
suited to serve.

By the end of the weekend we had a 
small group coordinator - Erika, 
Thursday night worship coordinator - 
Tanya, media coordinator (including 
our Facebook page) - Lily, fine arts 
coordinator (including drama, dance 
and our library) - Maryanna Venher 
and fellowship coordinator (including 

attendance of long-term participants 
and follow-up with new attendees) - 
Maryanna Koman.  Since the 
leadership retreat a worship singer, two 
small group leaders, a prayer 
coordinator and a compassion (service) 
liason have also volunteered to help.

Everyday our students are taking a 
little more leadership into their care 
and therefore a little more ownership 
of the ministry at the student center.  
They are understanding that it is not 
only ‘the Gorans’ or ‘the missionaries’ 
who pour into the ministry, plan the 
activities and do the teaching.  It is the 
students who breathe life into Youth to 
Jesus, bring energy into the 
community and sharing Christ’s love 
with others, especially their classmates.

It is one of our main goals in ministry 
to develop the leadership skills of our 
students, show them how the student 
center operates (at all levels) and have 
them take responsibility for what is 
happening in their ministry.  
Ultimately, the goal is that they 
become Christian leaders that will 
contribute to the future of Ukraine. 

More than anything else, we want our 
students to grow in their relationship 
with Christ and to enjoy the rewards of 
ministry with Him.  They are getting 
more and more excited to serve all the 
time and we are slowly seeing the fruits 
of our labors.  Together we are praying 
and expecting to see many students in 
Lviv come to a living, active faith.  

D

Leadership Retreat: Lily, Mariana, Erika, Tanya, and Shannon (left to right)

Contact Us
If you are interested in contacting us, 

our email address is 
thegorans@gmail.com

For detailed contact information and 
regular updates on our life and 

ministry in Ukraine visit our blog at
www. thegorans@wordpress.com

Support
We are supported by relationships with churches and individual donors.  If 

you are interested in supporting us financially please visit the GBGM 
website at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/ and

use our advance numbers: David’s is 3019713, Shannon’s is 3019714 
 

If you want to support the University student ministry directly, helping to 
pay for the cost of renovating the student center and other daily ministry 

expenses, please donate to the student center on the GBGM website:
Student Center Advance #: 14055A 
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