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Youth to Jesus:       

Weekly Activities

DAVID AND SHANNON

 n 2000 Fred and Stacy Vanderwerf 
moved to L’viv, Ukraine at the 
invitation of the Eurasia United 

Methodist Bishop, Hans Vaxby.  After 
eight years of service, including the 
establishment of a healthy student 
ministry named Molod do Isusa (Youth 
to Jesus) the Vanderwerfs returned to 
the United States.  We arrived in 
Ukraine in September 2008 to 
continue the work of the Vanderwerfs.  

Currently, we are heavily involved with 
language and culture acquisition.  Not 
only will this allow us to begin with a 
firm foundation it has enabled the 
students to take a greater leadership 
role in their student ministry.  While 
we plan to transition more into our 
full-time leadership roles in the next 

couple of months, we hope we hope 
that the Ukrainian student initiative 
we have seen emerging will continue, 
as we plan for the ministry leadership 
to eventually transition to the students.

In addition to the student ministry, we 
are working alongside Lubomir Rudko, 
a Ukrainian United Methodist Pastor, 
to plant a United Methodist Church.  
The church is still in it earliest phases 
but with a place to meet, an increasing 
number of alumni from the student 
ministry, and a great need for real 
Christian community, we have great 
hope that God will also build a healthy 
church to work for the furthering of 
His Kingdom here in L’viv.    

                         
Sunday
Volleyball in the Park, 2-5pm                                                    

Small Group: Step Off, 5:30pm-7pm                                
          
Monday
English Enrichment, 
9:30am-11am; 3pm-4:30pm

Bible Study, 7:30pm-9pm

Tuesday

English Enrichment, 
9:30am-11am; 3pm-4:30pm

Cooking With Jesus, 6:30-9:30pm              

                      
Thursday

English Enrichment, 
9:30am-11am; 3pm-4:30pm

Pilgrims, 6:30pm-8:30pm

                                                
Friday
English Enrichment, 
9:30am-11am; 3pm-4:30pm

Molod do Isusa: A Ministry in Transition

I



United Methodist 
Church Plant

Sunday

United Methodist Worship
10:30am-12:30pm

Sunday School, 12:30pm-2pm

Prayer Requests
Remodeling: We just finished 
replacing our electricity and updating 
all of our old heaters.  The next step 
is to remodel the walls and floor in 
order to maximize our space.  Pray 
for our wisdom in decision making 
and funds to complete the job.   

Life and Language: Pray that we 
would persevere in language 
learning, not be overly stressed 
about our progress, but continue to 
work hard and entrust our labor to 
God.  Pray for our continued 
adjustment to life in Ukraine.  Pray 
for our personal walks of faith and 
our growth as a family.

Ministry: Always pray for new 
students to find faith and for current 
students to grow in their faith.  Also 
pray for God to give us committed 
student leaders who are so critical to 
the ministry as we gear up for a new 
chapter at Molod Do Isusa this fall. 

English Teacher/Intern: Pray that 
we can find an English teacher to run 
our English program.  And, on that 
note....  

***We are currently looking for  
another English teacher or intern!  If 
you or anyone you know might be 
interested in coming to Ukraine to 
teach English or serve the ministry in 
any other way, please put them in 
contact with us!

DESCRIPTION OF WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

English Enrichment 
Teaching English is a very 
successful method of  evangelism 
in Ukraine.  Most people and 
especially students want to learn 
English for greater social mobility. 
Recently, Anita, a Nigerian-
American from New Jersey, has 
been teaching English four days a 
week at the student center.  

Cooking with Jesus
Cooking with Jesus is both a cooking 
class and a Bible study.  The cooking 
portion is led by us and the Bible 
study is facilitated by a student.  So 
far this blend of food and fellowship 
has been a tremendous way to edify 
students already involved in the 
ministry and get students in the door 
who might otherwise be hesitant to 
come.

Bible Study 
We have a Bible study that meets 
every Monday at the student center 
and is currently reading through the 
Book of Luke.  It is facilitated by a 
different students every week and 
they are responsible for guiding the 
group through the assigned 
chapter.  They prepare using 
resources at the student center 
including the internet, books, 
Lubomir, David, and Shannon.

Pilgrims
Pilgrims is the name of our large 
group gathering.  It’s the weekly 
worship service, that includes 
announcements, singing, a sermon, 
prayer time and is followed with 
fellowship.  It looks very much like a 
contemporary church service or 
student fellowship at a college or 
university in America.  Pilgrims is the 
‘main event’ at MDI. 

Step Off
Step Off, also known as ‘The Hardest 
30 Days of Your Life’ is a challenging 
Bible study that encourages students  
to go deeper and be challenged in 
faith.  Step Off was actually 
introduced at Molod do Isusa five 
years ago by Shannon when she was 
an intern while the Vanderwerf’s were 
in the United States having their first 
child in 2003. 

Compassion
Compassion is the service arm of 
MDI and it is lead by Andrij Tachin.  
Andrij, who has a huge heart for 
children, organizes groups to serve 
at local and regional orphanages.  
This service is one of the greatest 
draws to our ministry and we hope 
that many students who 
participate in the events would 
come to faith through serving in 
Compassion. 

Meet Pastor Lubomir Rudko!
Some of you might already 

know Lubomir (and in this case 
you can call him Lubchik) but 

for those of you who don’t, 
Lubomir is our local pastor.  He 
is one of the first students who 

attended the ministry, found 
faith there, and now serves as 
the local pastor.  Lubomir is 

also an ‘almost’ graduate of the 
United Methodist seminary in 
Moscow.  Lubomir works as a 
computer programmer and is 

husband to Yulya and father to 
Adam.  Pray for Lubomir as he 

learns to shepherd his flock.



A PROTESTANT METHODIST STONEWORK IN L’VIV         
t  seven months, Shannon and I 
have lived in L'viv long enough 

to have changed 'modes' in our 
comings and goings.  I think now we 
can juggle walking to a specific 
location, avoiding cars, yellow buses, 
trolleys, construction, various human 
and animal excrement, ice patches, 
cars driving and parking on the 
sidewalk while also observing things 
we have been totally ignorant of up 
until this point.  Honestly, we are still 
mostly ignorant, but lately we have 
enjoyed the blessing of observing some 
of the amazing figures and images that 
etch the weather worn walls of this 
ancient city.  The same few routes we 
walk  everyday have become a joy as 
the stone world of the city appeals to 
our senses. L'viv, although subjected to 
the drab Soviet architectural taste, has 
a distinctive European flare due to its 
collective history of Austrian and 
Polish influences.

If theology can be loosely assessed 
through architecture, I think the walls 
of this city provide an abundance of 
clues to how Greek Catholic and 
Orthodox people understand God and 
practice faith.  These two Christian 
expressions have strong emphasis on 
God's largeness and mystery.  Images, 
statues, stonework are all vehicles (like 
iconography) by which Orthodox and 
Greek Catholic Christians meditate on 
God.   

While Shannon and I are slow to 
assess the effectiveness of the 
dominant religious traditions in Lviv, 
we have no hesitation in probing 
ourselves as to why we are here. What 
is our purpose as missionaries in L'viv, 

Ukraine?  Why are we serving in a 
country that seems to be Christian 
already?  

A missionary who I respect and has 
preceded us in L’viv for many years 
recently told me that at best he has 
met only a handful of Greek Catholic 
and Orthodox people who truly seem 
to be living by faith and have 
relationship with God.  

If this is indeed the case, Shannon and 
I can have a great confidence in our 
purpose in L'viv as Methodist 
Protestant missionaries.  Just as John 
Wesley served Methodist revivals both 
inside and outside the Church of 
England, we have points of contact 
with Catholic and Orthodox in 
Ukraine that enables us to affirm their 

expressions of faith while also 
demanding more.  We can offer 
relationship with Jesus and fullness of 
faith, being sensitive to God’s mystery 
and largeness while stressing God’s 
nearness and desire for personal 
relationship.  As Protestants, we stand 
beside the reformers remembering the 
priesthood of all believers.  And as 
Methodists we stand with Wesley, as 
we cry out against nominal 
Christianity and strive for faith, 
practiced as both  personal and social 
holiness.  

This is our confidence as missionaries.  
Continue to pray for us as we work to 
etch a Protestant Methodist 
stonework in L’viv, through the 
architecture of our lives.   

A

St. Andrew’s Greek-Catholic Church located in the center of L’viv.  

Contact Us
If you are interested in contacting us, 

our email address is 
thegorans@gmail.com

For detailed contact information and 
regular updates on our life and 

ministry in Ukraine visit our blog at
www. thegorans@wordpress.com

Support
We are supported by relationships with churches and individual donations.  

If you are interested in supporting us financially please visit the GBGM 
website at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/ and

use our advance numbers: David’s is 3019713, Shannon’s is 3019714 
 

If you want to support the University student ministry directly, helping to 
pay for the cost of renovating our building and other ministry expenses, 

please donate to the student center account on the GBGM website:
Student Center Advance #: 14055A 
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